Board of Directors
Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes

Date: Thursday, June 20, 2024 Meeting Purpose: Governance of
Time: 8:00 — 9:45 am MnSTAC including advising the president,
Location: Minnetonka Community Center, organizing sub-committees, and approving
Minnehaha Room reports, studies and position papers.
Dial In: . . .
Before meeting: Review agenda and associated Our mission: To be the leading advocate for
reports. For questions, contact Minnesota’s community forests and to empower and
C - K 7 > h. President: 952-767-3886 educate Minnesota’s citizens to maximize the

ontact: Karen Zumach, President; 952-767- » | coverage, health, quality, function, and future of our
karenz(@treetrust.org community forests.

1. Call to Order & Welcome and Roll Call: Vice President Gail Nozal (5 minutes)
Gail Nozal

Mike Bahe

Steve Nicholson
Anne Oldakowski
Craig Johnson
Shane Degroy
Ryan Murphy
Mike McNamara
Kevin McDonald
Gordon Hanson
Mark Abrahamson
Sue Granger
Stephen Roos

Josh Obermeyer
Emily Ball

Louise Levy

2. Adopt Agenda (Additions/Corrections/Deletions) (5 minutes)
Minutes tabled.
Move Outreach to later.

Motion moved - Steve Nicholson
2" _ Craig Johnson

3. Consent Agenda
a. Approve minutes April meeting (5 minutes)



mailto:karenz@treetrust.org

4. On-Going/New Business (75 minutes)
Committee Report Out
i. Outreach:

a.

1.

MN Festival of Trees — Outreach committee members attended FOT. Bartlett
donated seedlings. Had a lot of questions about what MnSTAC is. Free tree
advice stand was popular. General public were people already at the park, then
migrated over to tables.

MNPWA Conference Proposal — Resources they need with the grant dollars. Gail
and Tina (MnDOT) put forward a proposal. This funding can be overwhelming to
use this money well. “Other duties as assigned — Urban forestry specifications”
working to give them some additional resources. November 21% and 227 at
Mystic Lake. Attended by Public Works professionals and engineers.

EAB Website — Emily and Karen working with Russell Herder with Climate
Alliance dollars, statewide objective to get information out about ash injections.
Messaging also about continuing to treat to maintain protection.

ii. Finance — Steph Roos, trying to connect on 501C3 status. No financial update.

iii. Legislative

1.

Review of 2024 Session

Infrastructure could require enough money to already do the project.
Recommended the League newsletter.

Environment Omnibus Bill will be sent with minutes. More funding has been
made available for urban and community forestry work.

DNR will be looking to release funding as soon as possible, but needs to navigate
new statutory definitions of environmental justice and needs to add to current
staffing levels.

Eyes on 2025
Craig - It’s an election year, so there is anticipated turnover.

iv. Executive

1.

Non-profit research —

Gail- MSA is willing to maintain as Fiscal Agent. Discussions are happening at
the Executive Committee level. They’ve been talking to other councils that are
setup as a nonprofit. We would need to make a decision formally if we decide to
go that route.

Steph noted that this is the 3™ time that MnSTAC has looked at becoming a
nonprofit since his time.

b. Old Business: 2024 Work Plan Development
i. Review topics discussed at Listening session — Tabled to next meeting.

5. Adjourn - Anne motioned; Mike 2" to adjourn meeting.



