
 

Board of Directors 
Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
Date:  Thursday, January 15, 2025 
Time:  8:00 – 10:00 am  
Location: DNR Main Office, 500 Lafayette Road 
Dial In: Or Online 
Before meeting: Review agenda and associated 
reports. For questions, contact  
Contact:  Karen Zumach, President; 952-767-3886, 
karenz@treetrust.org  
 

Meeting Purpose: Governance of 
MnSTAC including advising the president, 
organizing sub-committees, and approving 
reports, studies and position papers. 
 
Our mission: To be the leading advocate for 
Minnesota’s community forests and to empower and 
educate Minnesota’s residents to maximize the 
coverage, health, quality, function, and future of our 
community forests.  

 
1. Call to Order & Welcome: Karen Zumach, President (2 minutes) 
In Attendance:  
Jeff Haberman 
Rachel Morice 
Sue Granger 
Megan Christel  
Gail Nozal 
Ryan Murphy 
Mike Bahe 
Anne Oldakowski 
Rachael Dvoracek 
Kevin McDonald  
Josh Obermeyer 
Craig Johnson 
Marissa Enders 
Josh Obermeyer 
Valerie McClannahan 
Gordon Hanson 
Shane DeGroy 
Make Kruse 
John Osthus 
Alicia Coleman 
Jason Condit 
Mina Grafe 
Tina Markeson 
Louise Levy 
Stephan Roos 
Erin Snitker 
 
2. Adopt Agenda (Additions/Corrections/Deletions) (2 minutes) 

Add vote for Vice President to agenda:  

mailto:karenz@treetrust.org


Motion – Valerie McClannahan 
2nd – Craig Johson 

3. Consent Agenda 
a. Approve minutes of October meeting (5 minutes) 
Motion – Craig Johnson 
2nd – Valerie McClannahan 

4. Board Member Comments/Question on Board Reports (10 minutes) 
No notes. 
5. On-Going/New Business (90 minutes) 

a. Vote for Vice President  
i. Nomination of Gail Nozal – Karen Zumach 

ii. Approved 
b. State of EAB MN Dept. of Ag edition (15 minutes) 

Jon Osthus – 2025 Summary -  
• 6 new counties identified and added to EAB Quarantine in 2025 (Aitkin, Itasca, Meeker, 

Murray, Otter Tail, and Wadena) 
• Quarantine also expanded for portions of Carlton, Mille Lacs, Pine, and St. Louis Counties 
• 21 new communities identified including in new counties 

City Virginia 2025 St. Louis 
Township Malmo 2025 Aitkin 
Township Norman 2025 Pine 
City Carlton 2025 Carlton 
Township Holyoke 2025 Carlton 
Township Silver Brook 2025 Carlton 
City Mora 2025 Kanabec 
Township Shamrock 2025 Aitkin 
City Wadena 2025 Wadena 
City Deer Creek 2025 Otter tail 
City Litchfield 2025 Meeker 
City Fulda 2025 Murray 
City Slayton 2025 Murray 
City Cold Spring 2025 Stearns 
City Grand Rapids/Harris Township 2025 Itasca 
City Redwood Falls 2025 Redwood 
City Lake Crystal 2025 Blue Earth 
City Luverne 2025 Rock 
City Heron Lake 2025 Jackson 
City Isle 2025 Mille Lacs 
Township Ridgely 2025 Nicollet 

 
• No proactive survey work completed in 2025 
• Biocontrol releases occurred at 4 sites. Each site receives two years of releases that occur 

from May-September.  
o Birch Meadow Park, Elk River (Sherburne County) *1st year 
o Lyndon Cedarblade Township Park (Isanti County) *2nd year 
o Ki Chi Saga County Park, Lindstrom (Chisago County) *1st year 
o Big Rice Lake Boat Landing/Chippewa National Forest, Remer Township (Cass 

County) *2nd year 



2026 and Beyond Plans -  
• Funding has been acquired to resume survey in communities on the leading edge of 

infestation, provide trainings/workshops, and perform some biocontrol recovery work. 
o Funding is being passed through DNR Forestry from US Forest Service and LCCMR. 

US FS = $~65k, LCCMR $~220k (2026-2029) 
• Once funding is received, survey will focus on communities within 25 miles of the generally 

infested area that are currently outside of the EAB quarantine as well as communities with 
populations over 1,000. 

• Workshops will be targeted at communities with recent detections in northern and western 
Minnesota. 2-3 workshops will be planned in the Spring of each year. 

• 3 new EAB biocontrol sites have been submitted to USDA for approval for releases next 
year. Locations targeted are counties that have not received biocontrol releases in the past. 

o St. Croix State Park (Pine County) 
o Rice Lake State Park (Steele County) 
o Myre-Big Island State Park (Freeborn County) 

General Outlook for EAB work at MDA –  
• EAB Quarantine regulations will continue as is for foreseeable future. 

o Number of regulated entities has diminished considerably with expansion of 
Quarantine Area and updated language allowing for transiting from a Q thru a non-Q 
back to a Q.  

• MDA will continue tracking spread, coordinating biocontrol efforts, and performing survey 
(as funding allows). 

• Firewood Certification program will continue as is for foreseeable future.  
Ryan Murphy– can the parasitoids affect other agrilus species?  
John Osthus – it seems to be very low risk at this point, it did impact the golden oak borer.  
Valerie McClannahan – with the federal funding freeze to MN, do you anticipate impacts to 
APHIS? 
John Osthus– unsure at this point, we anticipate delays and we know they’ve lost funding at this 
point.  
Louise Levy– what are your impressions on black ash seepages in natural areas in northern MN? 
John Osthus– we anticipate them to take even lower EAB density to kill the ash in those areas. 
Black ash is one of the most susceptible to EAB. Unsure how quickly things will move at this 
point though. Monitoring Virginia and Chippewa National Forest infestations. 
Jeff Haberman– what are your thoughts on the resources from UMN with fungal pathogens? 
Would MDA utilize those as a strategy? 
John Osthus– It’s interesting research but there isn’t a great pheromone to attract EAB which 
appears to limit the capacity to utilize a fungal pathogen. If it can be commercialized in a way to 
help implement the efforts, MDA would be interested in exploring it. 
Karen Zumach – Are the parasitoids an effective strategy? Are you seeing declines in EAB 
populations due to their presence? 
John Osthus– By the time you introduce the parasitoids, there is already millions of EAB in that 
area. They’ll move through and continue to kill mature trees. The hope is these parasitoids will 
reduce the second and third waves of EAB. Biocontrol does take a long time for establishment 
but there is promise in current trials.  
Karen Zumach– Is the insecticide still an effective strategy? Would we still recommend doing 
insecticide at this point?  
Josh Obermeyer– Minnetonka trial by UMN grad school has found the insecticide to be effective 
and the trees continue to grow well after treatment begins and with ongoing treatment.  

c. MN Leg Update, Rep. John Huot (15 minutes) 



Outlook for session this year: Unsure what this year will bring due to continued uncertainty. 
Seeing hostility from both sides for every topic and anticipate this will continue to be the case. 
Top priorities will be fraud within the legislature. MN legislature understands that there has been 
fraud and has been working to solve issues as they arise. The level of fraud being claimed is not 
what is being found though and it continues to be the priority to ensure there are not issues. 
Healthcare is going to be a big issue especially for folks on the open market like farmers. This 
will cause economic crisis because rural hospitals are going to rely on insurance for folks. 
Economic impacts will also be felt by deportations and detainments that are impacting 
Minnesotans. It’s going to continue to be a tough time navigating the legislature. With the house 
being split 50/50, it’s likely to be a lot of theater and we may not get much done because of it. 
Trees are a bipartisan issue -  keeping trees alive and dealing with wood waste could be things 
that move forward with the legislature. Things that are small and don’t cost a lot will be 
prioritized for passing to keep the ball rolling in legislature. 
Kevin McDonald requested state legislature investigate funding programs like GreenCorps and 
Conservation Corps.  
Representative Huot noted they know they will be asked to fund a lot of programs in lieu of 
federal funding availability. The legislature anticipates that there may be further economic 
impacts and they are unsure how much they’ll have to fund additional programs looking into the 
projected deficit years. Representative Huot will support funding corps programs but 
acknowledges it will be a difficult and competitive route to get it funded.  
Louise Levy – Requested recommendations for neutral wording on messaging towards 
legislature.  
Representative Huot – Recommend staying out of the politics as much as possible. Everyone has 
empathy on communities and approach this from the community perspective. Represent the 
communities and their needs.  

d. MN DNR Updates (20 minutes) 
i. Tree Board Survey results 

Erin Snitker - Outreach/Networking committee is willing to step in to help address needs 
identified through this survey. 
Louise Levy– it’s interesting that across the state that UCF is not the primary activity for 
many of the groups/respondents.  
Karen Zumach – What is the typical type of committee that we could integrate UCF into?  
Rachael Dvoracek– Parks and Recreation Boards/Committees 
Sue Granger – What does “no demonstrated need to create UCF advisory/advocacy 
group” mean?  
Rachael Dvoracek – It was a self-identified question where respondents selected if they 
saw a need or not.  
Erin Snitker – Do they have other types of plans? 
Rachel Dvoracek – the definition is really broad and includes a lot of different types of 
plans but they may not have determined what they have to be inclusive of that means. 
Craig Johnson – Communities who have a tree board are typically an ongoing legacy 
from back when the state had money that required tree boards to access. Many of those 
have folded because there is no financial incentive.  
DNR intends on dedicating capacity to start providing tools, resources and trainings for 
the identified needs from the survey including supporting existing Tree Boards and 
helping other commissions integrating UCF into their work.  
MnSTAC suggests we have a baseline for communities to try to meet, create a tool box 
with resources for communities to access, and provide framework for integration. Could 
look at trying to integrate with other organizations like APWA, SWCD’s, Extension, etc.  

ii. Grant program loss metric discussion 
DNR call for input from stakeholders on the acceptable loss development. DNR is 
exploring whether implementation of an acceptable loss metric is appropriate for our 
grant programs or if we should remain at requiring 100% survivability of trees planted to 



reimburse grantees. The total time commitment is 15 minutes to review the report and 
framework ahead of our meeting and 45 minutes in a meeting in February to discuss 
recommendations and supply input. Please email Madisson.masucci@state.mn.us by 
January 30th if interested in participating. 

e. Task Force Updates (15 minutes) 
i. Governance 

1. Met several times so far and have begun assessing the needs for new orientation 
manual/resources.  

2. Members – Gail Nozal, Mike McNamara, Louise Levy, Shane Degroy 
ii. Outreach 

1. Members – Megan Christel, Kevin McDonald, Erin Snitker, Jason Condit, Alicia 
Coleman, and Sue Granger.  

2. Met to develop mission statement, working on creating audience list, scoring 
metric for prioritization of audiences, and next steps for engagement strategies. 

iii. Advisory 
1. Has not convened yet.  
2. Members – Karen Zumach, Mike Bahe, Jeff Haberman, Mike McNamara 

f. Committee Updates (15 minutes): 
i. Education/Forums: Sonja Tosteson 

1. Meeting monthly and working group is going well. Sonja Tosteson, Ryan 
Murphy, Shane Degroy, Rachel Morice, Mark Kruse, Megan Christel are on the 
committee. Have been proactively scheduling meetings out ahead of time. 

ii. Outreach/Networking:  Erin Snitker 
1. MnSTAC MSA awards last month. Have not met again yet but will be planning 

the next opportunity soon. Would like to have a booth at STSC. Erin Snitker, 
Emily Ball, Diana Priesen(?), Rachael Dvoracek, Gail Nozal are on the 
committee. 

iii. Legislative/Advocacy: Craig Johnson 
1. Jeff Haberman, Craig Johnson, and Mike Bahe are on the committee. Drafted a 

letter together for legislatures regarding the AmeriCorps programming. Looking 
at trying to get some meetings with legislators to sit down and talk about different 
issues.  

2. Gail Nozal – look at joining MNLA’s day on the hill as they facilitate meetings 
for you.  

3. Session starts February 17th. Other important dates – committee work has to be 
done by April 17th and theoretically they should be done talking about policy by 
end of March. They will likely have nothing get done because everyone is up for 
election this year. Bonding is fairly unlikely and if it does happen, we are unlikely 
to be prioritized for funding. Issues that are likely to be prioritized fraud, 
immigration, guns, and Medicaid cuts.  

iv. Finance: Gail Nozal 
1. Currently carrying a balance (see packet with accounting sheet). 

v. Exec. Committee: Karen Zumach 
1. Working through the strategic planning processes and keeping those things 

moving forward. 
g. Theme for 2026- progress not perfection. 

 
 

6. Adjourn  
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