• Provide for effective management of natural areas within and adjacent to
communities such that they offer diverse habitat of the highest possible
quality.
• Maintain and expand healthy and diverse community forests that will not
only provide habitat for adaptable species but also protect the quality of
water that all species of game, fish and wildlife depend upon.
• Provide a variety of parks, trails, and open space that offer many different
opportunities for community residents to observe and experience game,
fish and wildlife in a natural environment on a daily basis, and foster an
understanding and appreciation of nature and wild things.
• Provide funding for ecologically significant projects of urban and community forestry across the state.
• Fund tree planting as a stormwater mitigation Best Management Practice
strategy.
• Protect community forests through active forest management and forest
health care.
Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee
The Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee (MnSTAC) was established in
1974 to address the health and well-being of Minnesota’s community forests,
initially focusing on Dutch elm disease. Today, MnSTAC has a diverse membership of over 420 individuals, representing a broad spectrum of green-industry
interests. MnSTAC is recognized throughout Minnesota and the nation for its
expertise, innovation, counsel, coordination, and support related to a variety
of shade-tree issues.

A coalition of organizations supports these initiatives:
Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee (MnSTAC)
Minnesota Nursery & Landscape Association (MNLA)
Minnesota Society of Arboriculture (MSA)
Tree Trust

MnSTAC
Box 44
500 Lafayette Rd.
St. Paul, MN
55155-4044
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Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) has
destroyed millions of ash trees in the
Midwest.

releafing can’t grow, and that
affects the forest and the timber
industry,” says Kimberly Thielen
Cremers, Minnesota Gypsy Moth
Program coordinator. Unlike EAB,
which eats only ash trees, Gypsy
moth eats over 300 species of
trees and shrubs. Their favorite
meals are oak, aspen and birch.
Asian long-horned beetle
(ALB), bores into maples, elms,
and willows. Once this pest has
invaded an area, every maple,
elm, and willow will be lost.

Gypsy Moth, which already has a
toe-hold in Cook and Lake counties,
devours all of the leaves on a tree.
“Trees that put all of their energy into

Dutch elm disease remains a
threat, with over 56 communities
around the state reporting an
alarming increase in the number
of sick elms.

New York and Illinois
have already spent over
$240 million fighting
the Asian long-horned
beetle.

The threat of these tree pests increases as time passes.

Before

W. California Avenue in St. Paul was covered
in a canopy of ash trees before they were cut
down Wedmesday, Nov. 4, 2009 to prevent the
spread of the emerald ash borer. (MPR Photo/
Jeffrey Thompson)

After

W. California Avenue in St. Paul was more
exposed after ash trees were cut down
Wedmesday, Nov. 4, 2009 to prevent the
spread of the emerald ash borer. (MPR Photo/
Jeffrey Thompson)

Today Michigan...tomorrow Minnesota?

MnSTAC 2011 Report to the State of Minnesota

MnSTAC supports and encourages the development of broad policies and local
initiatives and the prioritization of projects that:

One-stop Web site for tree
expertise –
www.MNtrees.org
Minnesota Shade Tree
Advisory Committee –
www.mnstac.org
Minnesota Society of
Arboriculture –
www.isa-msa.org
Minnesota Nursery &
Landscape Association –
www.mnla.biz
MN Dept of Agriculture –
www.mda.state.mn.us
MN Dept. of Natural
Resources –
www.dnr.state.mn.us
Tree Link –
www.treelink.org
Tree Trust –
www.treetrust.org
USDA Forest Service –
www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo
USDA Forest Service’s
Center for Urban Forest
Research –
www.cufr.ucdavis.edu
University of Minnesota –
www.cnr.umn.edu/FR/
Extension

New insects of mass destruction pose the greatest threat ever faced
by Minnesota trees.

ALB photo: James Appleby, Univ. of Illinois

• $ for municipal planning and response to EAB
• Preserve current levels of agency funding/staff (ex: 1.5 FTE leadership) for
urban forestry programs
• Limits on right of entry (public employee access to private property for
inspections)
Legacy – link to adopted MnSTAC statements on EAB and Legacy:

Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee

2011 Legislative Consideration :

For More
Information

Minnesota’s response:
Gypsy Moth, Emerald Ash Borer, and Asian long-horned beetles travel like hitch-hikers …
USDA Forest Service

in shipping crates, in firewood, logs, nursery stock, and even on car bumpers across state and national
borders. High-risk sites points-of-entry include campgrounds, sawmills, nurseries, and urban areas. If we
do not stop them there, they will spread to forests and the countryside, with devastating results.
Asian long-horned beetle alone could destroy
1.2 billion trees in the U.S. at a value of $669
billion dollars if not stopped, according to
USDA Forest Service estimates.

Trees pay us back

Properly cared for, they are capital—
and growing—assets worth three times
their investment.* Trees increase in
value as soon as they are planted and
continue to appreciate as they mature.

Gypsy Moth - It costs one-third as much to
slow the spread of Gypsy Moth as to treat it,
once established.
The Minnesota nursery industry stands to lose
millions of dollars, based on the experience in
Michigan, where the values of the destroyed
or quarantined ash trees in nurseries is over
$10 million.
Minnesota has over 821 million ash trees
(green, black, and white species) in forests
and communities, mainly in North and Central
Minnesota.
EAB eradication
will cost
municipalities,
property owners,
nursery operators,
and forest-product
industries tens of
millions of dollars.

Map Data: Minnesota Department of Agriculture, ESRI, AND, TANA, ESRI Japan, UNEP-WCMC

Figure 1. All First Detectors by county as of February 8, 2010.
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