• Support and promote initiatives that protect and enhance community tree canopy for its social, 		
environmental, and economic benefits.

Our forest resources are a valuable asset, but are threatened

• Secure State matching funds for municipal emerald ash borer planning and response efforts - 		
detection, management, removal, and replanting.
• Diversify funding to leverage local, State, constitutionally dedicated, bonding, and other funding 		
sources for community forestry efforts.
• Promote trees as a practical approach to strengthening community resilience and protecting
public health.

		

• Increase resource allocation for a strategic response to emerging invasive species that threaten forests.
• Ensure the planting of the best-suited tree species on appropriate sites.

Contact James Calkins, MnSTAC President, at j.calkins@mnstac.org or 952-935-0682.

Go to www.mnstac.org/annual-reports to download or share the report.
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A coalition of organizations supports these priorities:
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The need is great;
let’s stem the decline
of community forests.
MnSTAC is prepared to work for initiatives designed to protect and improve Minnesota’s urban
and community forests and would welcome opportunities to work with the Governor, legislators,
and community leaders to achieve these goals.
The Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee was established in 1974 at the request of the Governor
to address the health and well-being of Minnesota’s community forests.

Minnesota’s Urban Forest Council

The Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee (MnSTAC) was established in 1974 to address the health and well-being of Minnesota’s
community forests, initially focusing on Dutch elm disease. Today, MnSTAC has a diverse membership of over 420 individuals, representing
a broad spectrum of green-industry interests. MnSTAC is recognized throughout Minnesota and the nation for its expertise, innovation,
counsel, coordination, and support related to a variety of shade-tree issues.
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• Fund LCCMR Proposal 127-F, Urban and Community Forestry Technical and Financial Assistance, to
demonstrate a scalable citizen-based tree care strategy.

MnSTAC 2015 Report to the State of Minnesota

A Call to Action

Minnesota Program and Funding Needs

Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee

The Benefits of Trees

MnSTAC Priorities

Our forest resources and the many benefits they provide are seriously threatened.

With Trees
Property values (10% or more)
Cleaner water
Cleaner air
Business traffic
Healthier people
Community pride
Stress and depression
Crime
Heat island

The BEST time to plant a tree
was 20 years ago.
The next best time is NOW!

Without Trees
Energy use
Air pollution
Dirty lakes and rivers
Asthma rates/health care costs
Crime
Bird and wildlife habitat

We’re losing trees to:
• INVASIVE SPECIES (EAB)
• DISEASE
• STORMS
• OLD AGE
• INSUFFICIENT CARE
• LACK OF FUNDING FOR
PLANTING & MAINTENANCE

PLANT TREES...They add value
to our communities and our lives!
In Minnesota, we stand to lose 2 million community trees and thousands of acres of ash
along the Mississippi and other rivers to the emerald ash borer (EAB), plus countless more
to old age, disease, storms, construction, and poor management.

Which side will you support as a legacy for your children and grandchildren?

