MINNESOTA DFL RESOLUTION FORM

(Submit one resolution per form and one subject per resolution)

The State DFL Ongoing Platform embodies the principles of the Minnesota Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party. The State DFL
Action Agenda is a set of recommended public policy positions which the party supports and will promote during the next
two years. This form must be completely filled out for a resolution to be considered.

Congressional Organizing

District: Unit: Precinct:

Proposed by:
(Name) (City) Contact Phone # / E-mail

This resolution should be considered under the following category: [check one]

Agriculture & Food C_ Media & Internet Issues

Business & Community Development C_ National Security & International Policy

Civil, Human & Constitutional Rights ® Natural Resources & the Environment

Consumer Issues __ Public Safety & Crime Prevention

Education C_ Retirement Security

Energy { Tax & Budget Policy

Government Accountability to the Public C_ Transportation

Health & Human Services C Veterans Affairs

Labor & Employment C_ Local or Party Issues

Individuals at their precinct caucuses can submit resolutions. When a majority of the caucus adopts a resolution, it advanc-
es to the Organizing Unit convention for consideration to send to the State Platform, Issues, and Legislative Affairs Com-
mittee. Resolutions having support from at least five Organizing Units drawn from at least two Congressional Districts
may be selected for consideration at the State Convention (for inclusion in the DFL Ongoing Platform or Action Agenda).

BE IT RESOLVED THAT: (Please print or attach your resolution here. Be concise and use everyday language.)

Oururbanandcommunityforestsareunderattack. Thesetrees which graceour citiesandtownsin our yards,alongour streetsaandparksarebeing
decimatedy aninvasivespeciestheemeraldashborer(EAB). Urbanandcommunityforestsprovidea multitudeof benefitsasintegralpiecesof our
communitiesinfrastructure. Thesebenefitsincludeincreasegropertyvalues quantifiableimprovementsn air andwaterquality, decreaseénergyuse,
urbanheatislandmitigation,improvedhealthoutcomesincreasedafetyandoverallimprovedquality of life.

TheDFL supportsandthe Minnesotal_egislatureshall createa statewideprogramthat providesguidanceandannualfinancial supportin theform of
matchingfundsto helplocal governmentgreservendimproveour urbanandcommunitytreesspecificallythroughcost-effectiveandenvironmentally
soundbestmanagementracticedor theemeraldashborerinfestationaswell asthe developmenbf resilienceto future pestsanddiseasehrough
diversereplanting.

You may add a brief explanation or your two or three strongest supportive points here.

20-40%of our urbanandcommunityforestsarecomposef ashtreeswhich aresusceptiblé¢o deathdueto the
emeraldashborer(nearly3 million trees).

Black ashtreesaresusceptibléo deathby EAB andarevital to northernMinnesota'scology-managingAB where
it is currentlyandactivelyslowingthe spreadwill allow time for scienceo catchup. It hasalreadymadegreat
strides.

Whenashtreesdie, theybecomébrittle andbecomea public hazardhatcannotbeignored.

During the 1970's the stateof Minnesotasupporteccommunityforeststhroughthe Dutchelm diseasepidemicwith
aninvestmenequivalento $500million in 2017dollars. We will spendmoneyon this issue-wecaninvestearly
andspendesswhile preservinghe environmentabenefitsprovidedby our communityashtreesaswe transitionto
amorediverseandresilientcommunityforest.
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	Resolution: 
Our urban and community forests are under attack.  These trees, which grace our cities and towns in our yards, along our streets and parks are being decimated by an invasive species, the emerald ash borer (EAB).  Urban and community forests provide a multitude of benefits as integral pieces of our communities' infrastructure.  These benefits include increased property values, quantifiable improvements in air and water quality, decreased energy use, urban heat island mitigation, improved health outcomes, increased safety and overall improved quality of life.  

The DFL supports and the Minnesota Legislature shall create a statewide program that provides guidance and annual financial support in the form of matching funds to help local governments preserve and improve our urban and community trees specifically through cost-effective and environmentally sound best management practices for the emerald ash borer infestation as well as the development of resilience to future pests and disease through diverse replanting.  


	Resolution background: 20-40% of our urban and community forests are composed of ash trees which are susceptible to death due to the emerald ash borer (nearly 3 million trees). 
Black ash trees are susceptible to death by EAB and are vital to northern Minnesota's ecology-managing EAB where it is currently and actively slowing the spread will allow time for science to catch up.  It has already made great strides.
When ash trees die, they become brittle and become a public hazard that cannot be ignored.
During the 1970's, the state of Minnesota supported community forests through the Dutch elm disease epidemic with an investment equivalent to $500 million in 2017 dollars.  We will spend money on this issue-we can invest early and spend less while preserving the environmental benefits provided by our community ash trees as we transition to a more diverse and resilient community forest.   
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