Our forest resources are a valuable asset, but are threatened

M

innesota’s forests, urban and rural, are
one of the state’s most valuable assets.
Protecting and improving our forest resources
should be a strategic priority for the state and
for communities across Minnesota. Healthy
trees and forests should also be of concern to
individual property owners and every resident
of the state.
Healthy, dynamic, and vigorous forest
communities benefit everyone; they provide
myriad environmental, economic, and social
benefits. However, these important benefits
cannot be fully realized or guaranteed for future
generations without a sustained commitment to
strategic planning and investment specifically
focused on maintaining and improving our
urban and community forests.

Look inside for more information on the
benefits of trees, current threats to trees in
Minnesota, and ways to improve Minnesota’s
urban and community forests.
The Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee was established in 1974 at the request of the Governor to address
the health and well-being of Minnesota’s community forests.

Minnesota’s Urban Forest Council

An increasing body of research indicates we
should never underestimate the value of trees.
If we are to maintain our forest heritage and
maintain and enhance the benefits provided
by trees and forests, we must recognize
the importance of healthy trees and the
benefits they provide. We must also make a
commitment to do all we can to improve the
current and future condition of our urban and
community forests.
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The Benefits of Trees

The Benefits of Trees
Numerous environmental, economic, and social benefits are provided
by our urban and community forests and plants in general. In addition,
many of the benefits provided by trees overlap and are additive from
an investment perspective. For example, the energy savings provided
by trees are also an environmental benefit and the same trees provide
multiple social benefits.

Environmental Benefits:
• Improved stormwater management and water quality
•  Soil conservation

• Enhanced carbon sequestration, reduced air pollution,
   and improved air quality

• Reduced urban heating (urban heat island effects)
•  Enhanced nutrient storage and cycling
• Improved wildlife habitat

•  Improved lake and stream health

Economic Benefits:
• Increased property values

•  Improved business climate

• Enhanced energy conservation and energy savings
• Longer pavement life
•  Job creation
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•  Brownfield remediation

What a difference a tree makes– imagine this landscape without this impressive
white oak. Trees can live for more than a century and are year-round assets in
designed and natural plant communities. Shading from this tree saves energy and
creates a relaxing environment for the homeowner and neighbors. Its canopy also
captures rainfall and reduces the amount of stormwater entering our sewer systems.

Social Benefits:
• Enhanced security and feelings
of security

•  More active lifestyles and lifelong
improvements in health

• Improved traffic and pedestrian safety

• Improved urban and landscape aesthetics
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•  A source of creative and spiritual
inspiration and recreation

Trees are an investment for the future. Bur oak is the most common
oak in Minnesota because it is drought and fire resistant, long-lived
and tolerant of urban conditions. Centuries-old specimens like this
tree growing in St. Anthony Park benefit people and the environment
for generations. Oak acorns are an important food source for birds
and other wildlife.

Our Forest Resources and the Many Benefits
They Provide are Seriously Threatened
Current Threats:
Gypsy Moth

Lack of
Tree
Diversity

Urban
Development
Emerald
Ash Borer

Ongoing Drought

Minnesota’s forests are threatened by a lack of tree diversity, urban development,
ongoing drought, and invasive pests like gypsy moth and emerald ash borer.
Enhanced tree/forest cover and improved long-term survival of Minnesota’s
urban and community forests are critically needed to protect and enhance the
environmental, economic, and social benefits provided by trees.

Real and consequential threats and unhealthy trends are a wake-up call:
our urban and community forest resources need attention. With the
goal of expanding and improving the quality of our forest resources and
enhancing the benefits they provide, now and for future generations,
the Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee (MnSTAC), which
also serves as Minnesota’s Urban Forest Council, seeks a renewed
and expanded commitment to forest resources. The Committee urges
state and local leaders, community organizations, and the public at
large to recognize and prioritize the value and needs of our urban and
community forests and the forest resources across our state.
U.S. Forest Service research indicates tree cover in U.S. cities is
declining at a rate of about 7,900 ha/yr (19,521 acres/yr) or about
4 million trees annually while impervious cover (pavement and
rooftops) is increasing; Minneapolis is included in this trend and is
losing about 30 ha (74 acres) of tree cover each year (Nowak, D.J. and
E.J. Greenfield.  2012.  Tree & Impervious Cover Change in U.S.
Cities.  Urban Forestry & Urban Greening 11(1):21-30).
Note that this research was performed prior to the arrival of emerald
ash borer (EAB) in Minnesota so the situation is even more dire.
Legislative and municipal action is desperately needed to reverse this
disturbing trend or current and future generations will pay the price.

Minnesota’s response to emerald ash borer (EAB) and other tree pests will require difficult management decisions
at the local level. Consideration must be given to increased energy costs, increased stormwater runoff, tree removal
and replacement costs, loss of habitat, and decreased property values resulting from tree loss.

The Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee supports and encourages
investment in programs that enhance tree cover, promote increased tree and
landscape plant diversity, encourage the use of plants that are adapted to a
given site, discourage the use of invasive species, specify top-quality, nurserygrown stock, require plants to be handled and installed properly with a focus
on long-term survival and performance, and ensure a commitment to full
life-cycle maintenance of trees planted in designed landscapes.
MnSTAC is committed to raising awareness of the value of trees and a better
understanding of the benefits provided by trees and forest communities. We
recognize the many demands on public resources faced by state and local
governments, but believe Minnesota’s urban and community forests should be
a higher priority for investment given the environmental, economic, and social
benefits they provide as well as the environmental, economic, and social cost
savings associated with the benefits provided by trees.
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The Need Is Great

We are already paying the price for our lack of support and the absence
of a bold, long-term vision for the future of our forest communities.
Communities that do not invest in their forests deprive current and
future generations of the many environmental, economic, and social
benefits provided by trees.

Decision makers have a role…

“The trees we are not planting today won’t be here 20, 30, or 100 years from now.”

MnSTAC Legislative Priorities

For More
Information

• Investments in programs that will preserve and protect the state’s tree and community
forest resources, as well as programs that provide for removal and replacement of diseased or
infested trees

Minnesota Shade Tree
Advisory Committee www.mnstac.org

•  Requiring and funding proper planting techniques to insure long-term survival and planting
of the best-suited tree species on the most appropriate sites for publicly funded urban forest
projects

League of Minnesota Cities www.lmc.org

• Funding for municipal emerald ash borer (EAB) planning and response efforts
• LCCMR’s recommendation to monitor select ash and EAB populations to inform and
expand biological control implementation for EAB management
•  Increased resource allocation for a strategic response to emerging invasive species that
threaten forests
• Dedicated and sustained funding to protect and enhance our forest resources and the myriad
environmental, economic, and social benefits they provide is essential, regardless of its source

MnSTAC is prepared to work for initiatives designed to protect and improve
Minnesota’s urban and community forests and would welcome opportunities to work
with the governor, legislators, and community leaders to achieve these goals.
Contact James Calkins, MnSTAC President, at j.calkins@mnstac.org or 952-935-0682.

For more information about the benefits of trees,
visit www.mnstac.org
Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee

The Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee (MnSTAC) was established in 1974 to address the
health and well-being of Minnesota’s community forests, initially focusing on Dutch elm disease.
Today, MnSTAC has a diverse membership of over 420 individuals, representing a broad spectrum
of green-industry interests. MnSTAC is recognized throughout Minnesota and the nation for its
expertise, innovation, counsel, coordination, and support related to a variety of shade-tree issues.

A coalition of organizations supports these recommendations:

Minnesota Society of
Arboriculture www.msa-live.org
Minnesota Nursery &
Landscape Association www.mnla.biz
MN Dept. of Agriculture www.mda.state.mn.us
MN Dept. of Natural Resources
- mndnr.gov
Minnesota Forestry Association www.minnesotaforestry.org
MN Pollution Control Agency www.pca.state.mn.us
Tree Trust www.treetrust.org
University of Minn. Dept. of
Forestry - www.forestry.umn.edu
Alliance for Community Trees www.actrees.org
USDA Forest Service www.na.fs.fed.us
USDA Forest Service’s Center
for Urban Forest Research www.fs.fed.us/psw/programs/cufr
University of Minn. Extension www.myminnesotawoods.
umn.edu
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