Support Minnesota ReLeaf!
Support Minnesota ReLeaf, a matching-grant program
that provides funding to local units of government,
nonprofits, and schools to incorporate a more
comprehensive approach in managing their community
forest resource. MN ReLeaf has helped over 200
communities throughout the state.

Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee
The Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee (MnSTAC) was established
in 1974 to address the health and well-being of Minnesota’s community
forests, initially focusing on Dutch elm disease. Today, MnSTAC has a diverse membership of over 420 individuals, representing a broad spectrum
of green-industry interests. MnSTAC is recognized throughout Minnesota
and the nation for its expertise, innovation, counsel, coordination, and
support related to a variety of shade-tree issues.

Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee (MnSTAC)
Minnesota Nursery & Landscape Association (MNLA)
Minnesota Society of Arboriculture (MSA)
Tree Trust
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Gypsy Moth, which already has a
toe-hold in Cook and Lake counties,
devours all of the leaves on a tree.
“Trees that put all of their energy into

Asian long-horned beetle
(ALB), bores into maples, elms,
and willows. Once this pest has
invaded an area, every maple,
elm, and willow will be lost.
Dutch elm disease remains a
threat, with over 56 communities
around the state reporting an
alarming increase in the number
of sick elms.

New York and Illinois
have already spent over
$240 million fighting
the Asian long-horned
beetle.

The threat of these tree pests increases as time passes.

Over 10 million
ash trees in
Michigan, Ohio,
and Indiana have
been cut and
hauled to lots
like this because
of EAB.

Today Michigan...tomorrow Minnesota?

Val Cervenka, MN Dept. of Agriculture

A coalition of organizations supports these initiatives:

MnSTAC
c/o Tree Trust
2350 Wycliff St.
Suite 200
St. Paul, MN 55114

The main way to control EAB is to cut
down all ash trees—even the healthy
ones—within a half-mile radius of an
infected tree. “We’re like surgeons in
the Civil War. We’re falling back on
amputation,” according to Andrea Diss
of the Wisconsin DNR.

releafing can’t grow, and that
affects the forest and the timber
industry,” says Kimberly Thielen
Cremers, Minnesota Gypsy Moth
Program coordinator. Unlike EAB,
which eats only ash trees, Gypsy
moth eats over 300 species of
trees and shrubs. Their favorite
meals are oak, aspen and birch.

MNSTAC Forestry Alert 2006

Investing a little money now will save trees and a lot of
money later. Support H.F. 1564 and S.F. 1161, the $30
million bonding bill to minimize tree and forest losses
statewide and to help replace lost trees. The bonding
money would be used as grants to local communities
to address shade-tree sanitation and reforestation
programs. The funds could be used to remove infested
or diseased trees on public property, plant new trees,
and protect healthy trees.

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) has
destroyed millions of ash trees in
the Midwest. Fortunately, it has not
made its way to Minnesota … yet.
It’s not a matter of IF we will face
this problem—it’s a matter of WHEN.
EAB is making its way westward and
threatens the trees in Minnesota.

ALB photo: James Appleby, Univ. of Illinois

Act Now!

One-stop Web site for tree
expertise –
www.MNtrees.org
Minnesota Shade Tree
Advisory Committee –
www.mnstac.org
Minnesota Society of
Arboriculture –
www.isa-msa.org
Minnesota Nursery &
Landscape Association –
www.mnla.biz
MN Dept of Agriculture –
www.mda.state.mn.us
MN Dept. of Natural
Resources –
www.dnr.state.mn.us
Tree Link –
www.treelink.org
Tree Trust –
www.treetrust.org
USDA Forest Service –
www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo
USDA Forest Service’s
Center for Urban Forest
Research –
www.cufr.ucdavis.edu
University of Minnesota –
www.cnr.umn.edu/FR/
Extension

New insects of mass destruction pose the greatest threat ever faced
by Minnesota trees.

Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee

For More
Information

in shipping crates, in firewood, logs, nursery stock, and even on car bumpers across state and national
borders. High-risk sites points-of-entry include campgrounds, sawmills, nurseries, and urban areas. If we
do not stop them there, they will spread to forests and the countryside, with devastating results.
Asian long-horned beetle alone could destroy
1.2 billion trees in the U.S. at a value of $669
billion dollars if not stopped, according to
USDA Forest Service estimates.

Healthy people
• 100 trees remove 1.2 tons of CO2 per year
• 100 trees remove 130 lbs. of pollutants per 		
year
Healthy environment
• 100 mature trees catch about 77,000 gallons 		
of rainwater per year

EAB eradication will cost
municipalities, property
owners, nursery operators,
and forest-product
industries tens of millions
of dollars.

Higher property values
• Each large front-yard tree adds 1% to house
sale price
• Large specimen trees can add 10% or more to
property values

Steve Nicholson, Kunde Co.

Minnesota has over 821 million ash trees
(green, black, and white species) in forests
and communities, mainly in North and Central
Minnesota.

Properly cared for, they are capital—and growing—assets worth three
times their investment.* Trees increase in value as soon as they are
planted and continue to appreciate as they mature.

Healthy trees mean...

Gypsy Moth - It costs one-third as much to
slow the spread of Gypsy Moth as to treat it,
once established.
The Minnesota nursery industry stands to lose
millions of dollars, based on the experience in
Michigan, where the values of the destroyed
or quarantined ash trees in nurseries is
approaching $10 million.

Trees pay us back

The leafy canopy of mature green ash trees on this typical Minnesota street
could be destroyed by Emerald Ash Borer.

USDA Forest Service

Gypsy Moth, Emerald Ash Borer, and Asian long-horned beetles travel like hitch-hikers …

Healthy communities—Tree-filled neighborhoods:
• Lower levels of domestic violence
• Are safer and more sociable
Homeowner savings
• Save up to 30% on annual air-conditioning costs
• Save 10-20% on winter heating costs
Better business
• More frequent shopping
• Longer shopping trips
• Willingness to spend more for parking
• Willingness to spend 12% more for goods

Landscape trees in Minnesota provide benefits that far exceed the costs of
planting and care over their lifetime.
Benefits such as energy savings, stormwater runoff reduction, cleaner air, and higher
property values are an average of three times greater than tree-care costs.

Emerald Ash Borer Targets
The greatest
benefits are to
ENERGY SAVINGS
and PROPERTY
VALUES.
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1 HEALTHY TREE (20 years after planting)

Number of Ash Trees (Millions)
USDA Forest Service
Northeastern Research Station,
Syracuse, NY

PER YEAR
BENEFITS:
$44
COSTS:		
$13
ANNUAL NET: $31
*Based on the 2004-05 i-Tree study by the USDA Forest Service.

100 HEALTHY TREES (over 40 years)
BENEFITS:
COSTS:		

YARD		
$364,000
$ 92,000

NET BENEFIT: $272,000

PUBLIC
$380,000
$148,000
$232,000

