
A coalition of organizations supports these considerations:

Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee (MnSTAC) 
Minnesota Nursery & Landscape Association (MNLA) 
Minnesota Society of Arboriculture (MSA)
Tree Trust
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New pests of mass destruction pose the greatest threat ever 
faced by Minnesota trees.

•	Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) has destroyed 
millions of ash trees in the Midwest and has 
now begun to destroy trees in Minnesota, which 
affects the timber industry as well as family and 
community forests.

•	Gypsy Moth, which already has a toe-hold 
in Cook and Lake counties, defoliates whole 
forests, year after year, slowing growth which 
affects all Minnesota forests.

•	Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB), not yet 
in Minnesota, bores into maples, elms, and 
willows. Once this pest has invaded an area, 
every maple, elm, and willow may be lost.

•	Dutch Elm Disease remains a threat, with over 
56 communities around the state reporting an 
alarming increase in the number of sick elms.

•	Oak Wilt continues to fester in many suburban 
and rural communities of the Twin Cities and SE 
Minnesota. 

The Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee was established in 1974 by the Minnesota Legislature to 
address the health and well-being of Minnesota’s community forests.

Response to EAB will require difficult management decisions at the local level. Considerations must be 
made for increased energy costs, increased stormwater runoff, removal and replacement costs, loss of 
habitat and decreased property values resulting from tree loss.

Minnesota Shade Tree 
Advisory Committee – 
www.mnstac.org 
Minnesota Society of 
Arboriculture – 
www.msa-live.org 
Minnesota Nursery & 
Landscape Association – 
www.mnla.biz 
MN Dept of Agriculture – 
www.mda.state.mn.us
MN Dept. of Natural 
Resources – 
www.dnr.state.mn.us
Tree Link – 
www.treelink.org 
Tree Trust – 
www.treetrust.org 
USDA Forest Service – 
www.na.fs.fed.us
USDA Forest Service’s 
Center for Urban Forest 
Research – 
www.fs.fed.us/psw/
programs/cufr/ 
University of Minnesota – 
www.myminnesotawoods.
umn.edu/category/
urban-natural-resources/
community-forestry/
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2011 Legislative Considerations:
MnSTAC supports:

•	Government programs that will preserve and protect the state’s tree and community 
forest resources, as well as programs that provide for removal and replacement of 
diseased or infested trees

•	Funding for municipal EAB planning and response efforts

•	Maintaining the roles and responsibilities that the DNR and MDA each have relative 
to community forest health management and invasive species, and maintaining 
funding for invasive species and forestry programs at MDA and DNR so that federal 
funds can continue to be leveraged

•	LCCMR’s recommendation to fund biological control of EAB using three species of 
stingless wasps to kill developing EAB eggs and larvae

•	Funding the successful, statewide ReLeaf Program, and tree-planting and protection 
as a stormwater mitigation Best Management Practices. 

Failure to leverage federal funds for tree pest rapid response 
and management programs will place a greater long-term 
burden on the state and effectively create a new unfunded 
burden on local governments.

Before
West California Avenue in St. Paul was covered in a 
canopy of ash trees. (MPR Photo/Jeffrey Thompson/November 
2009)

After
This is the same street after the decision was made 
to cut down all ash street trees, to slow the spread 
of EAB and spread tree removal costs over time. 
(MPR Photo/Jeffrey Thompson/November 2009)

Minnesota Trees Are Under Attack

Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee 
The Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee (MnSTAC) was established in 
1974 to address the health and well-being of Minnesota’s community forests, 
initially focusing on Dutch elm disease. Today, MnSTAC has a diverse member-
ship of over 420 individuals, representing a broad spectrum of green-industry 
interests. MnSTAC is recognized throughout Minnesota and the nation for its 
expertise, innovation, counsel, coordination, and support related to a variety 
of shade-tree issues. 

Financially strapped cities and homeowners must pay the staggering 
costs to remove dead and dying trees and restore canopy cover.

Residents consistantly rank trees as the 1st or 2nd priority 
for improving their neighborhoods. Source: Minneapolis 
Neighborhood Revitalization Program Surveys.



State agencies and the University of Minnesota have 
teamed up for a coordinated response. The Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture (MDA) monitors and responds 
to the introduction of exotic and invasive plant pests. 
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
has overall forest management responsibility and, with 
University of Minnesota researchers, assists local govern-
ments and landowners to restore forest resources and uti-
lize the large volume of wood and brush being cut down.

They work closely to:

Assess and monitor tree resources, resulting in:
•	 Annual monitoring of 20,000 gypsy moth traps and 

3,000 EAB purple traps
•	 Training a statewide network of monitors: 

- 	1,028 DNR field staff 
- 	850 Certified Tree Inspectors in over 500 communities
- 	350 Forest Pest First Detectors in 70 of 87 counties
-	 A Certified Arborist found the first EAB infestation in 

Minnesota
•	 A statewide survey of 700 community forests that will 

assess risk posed by new forest pest invaders.

Slow the spread of invasive pests:
•	 Establishing quarantines and management programs 

in Hennepin, Ramsey, and Houston counties to con-
tain the spread of EAB

•	 Dispersing biological controls of tree pests
•	 Successfully treating and suppressing gypsy moth 

populations in Northeast Minnesota and the  
metro area.

Help communities and residents to prepare and react:
•	 Establishing the “EAB Front Door” – a one-stop  

Web site for Best Practices and advice for residents
•	 Educating community leaders and residents in town-

hall meetings and preparedness workshops.
•	 Developing model pest-management ordinances for 

communities.

State Financial Assistance:
The State responded in 2009 with legislative appropria-
tions of $1.875 million in Forest Protection Reserve 
Grants from the Outdoor Heritage Fund to prevent and 
respond to EAB, and $3 million in Community Forest 
general obligation bonds to plant native trees and remove 
infested trees. 

But the need is great:
	 MN ReLeaf Grants stopped.  From 1990 to 2007, 

$7.6 million* in grants leveraged $9 million in local 
match, helping over 330 communities start up or 
expand tree planting, care and protection efforts.  
MN ReLeaf funding stopped in 2007. (* $7.6 = $2.9 
federal + $4.7 state)

	 Fewer Tree City USAs.  In 2009, 98 Minnesota cities 
qualified, down from 134 in 1997. This program 
suffers from a shortage of DNR staff to promote 
and administer. This means local programs lose 
recognition and community support.

	 EAB Grants fall short. $1.875 million from the 
Outdoor Heritage Fund supported 18 local EAB 
projects and for community preparedness outreach 
and training, but 58 worthy city and county 
applicants went unfunded.

	 Budget Cuts. DNR urban and community forestry staff 
reduced from 2.0 to 1.2 FTE positions. City budgets 
are being severely cut.

	 Professional Services. Communities need professional 
assistance to support tree programs.

Decision makers have a role...

100 HEALTHY TREES 	
(over 40 years of growth)

BENEFITS:	 $364,000	 $380,000
COSTS:		  $ 92,000	 $148,000
NET BENEFIT: 	$272,000	 $232,000

YARD	 	 PUBLIC

1 HEALTHY TREE 	
(20 years after planting)

BENEFITS:	 $44
COSTS:		  $13
ANNUAL NET: 	$31

PER YEAR	

Value of Shade Trees:

Beyond removal and replanting costs…
St. Paul’s  South St. Anthony Park neighborhood is 
“ground zero” for EAB in Minnesota.

A recent study shows that their 484 ash street trees 
provide benefits worth over $56,000 every year.  This 
is in an area that is only 4% of St. Paul.  Further-
more, public trees typically represent only 10% of a 
community’s forest, so the benefits provided by pri-
vate property trees are 10 times greater than benefits 
provided by public trees.
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Trees pay us back
Properly cared for, they are capital—and growing—
assets worth three times their investment.* Trees 
increase in value as soon as they are planted and 
continue to appreciate as they mature.
*Based on a 2004-05 tree study, U.S. Forest Service.

Minnesota responds:

	 EAB management will cost municipalities, property 
owners, nursery operators, and forest-product 
industries tens of millions of dollars. Minnesota has 
over 821 million ash trees in forests, communities and 
agricultural areas throughout the state. 

	 Gypsy Moth - It costs one-third as much to slow the 
spread of Gypsy Moth as to treat it once established.

	 Asian Longhorned Beetle alone could destroy 1.2 
billion trees in the U.S. at a value of $669 billion 
dollars if not stopped, according to US Forest Service 
estimates.

Gypsy Moth, Emerald Ash Borer, and Asian 
Longhorned beetles travel like hitch-hikers — in 
shipping crates, firewood, logs, nursery stock, and even 
on car bumpers across state and national borders. High-
risk points-of-entry include campgrounds, sawmills, nurs-
eries, and urban areas. If we do not stop them there, they 
will spread to forests and the countryside, with devastat-
ing results. 

Current threats:
Recently completed tree assessments in 700 communities will 
help determine threats to our forests and the need to plant a 
greater variety of trees.

821 million 
ash trees in 
Minnesota forests are 
at risk. Campgrounds and 
communities can be “gateways” 
for EAB.


