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The community

forest is the green

infrastructure that

encompasses 

all natural

resources of  any

urban or 

community area.

“Trees are the lungs of
the land.”

– Franklin Delano Roosevelt
Minnesota’s 

community forests—

The ‘Granfather Tree’, Eagan Oak wilt pocket

Trees dieing
from emerald

ash borer dam-
age, Michigan

Weakness due to mproper planting procedure

Properly cared
for, they are
valuable—
and growing—
assets . . .

Neglected, 
they become 

liabilities.



Research says Minnesotans’

Minnesota has 128 million
trees in urban areas, with a
compensatory value of $80
billion—reflected in greater
tourism, lower energy costs,
cleaner air and water, and
less crime.

Other assets depreciate . . .
trees grow in value.

As our living infrastructure,
trees play a vital role in the
economic, social, and
environmental welfare of
healthy, sustainable com-
munities.

• clean the air.
Urban trees reduce smog. A
mature tree absorbs 120 to 240
pounds of air-polluting gases.
Chicago’s urban forest, for exam-
ple, provides air cleaning worth
$9.2 million per year.

• reduce crime.
Buildings with ample greenery had
56% fewer violent crimes than
those with little or none.

• raise property values.
Trees add 10–23% to the value of a
residence.

• improve life for 
children.

Children with Attention Deficit
Disorder (ADD) have fewer
symptoms after contact with
nature. The greener the setting, the
better.

• improve human 
health.
Hospital patients recover more
quickly when their windows over-
look trees.

Since 1974, MnSTAC and its
partners—state agencies, local
governments, non-profits, co
rporations, foundations, and
volunteers—have collectively
invested time, money, and
sweat equity to support this
important resource. 

has been built by

Partnerships
in their 
community trees...

Trees . . . Investment
that have seen
success over
many years.

University of Minnesota
research-based

information is helping
communities manage

their trees.

MN ReLeaf
helped 120 

communities
plant thousands

of trees through-
out the state.

A new and insidious pest,
the Emerald ash borer, is
gaining a foothold in Michi-
gan, with damages of
$xx,xxxx so far.

MN ReLeaf funds aid
communities in restora-

tion after storms or other
tragedies, such as in

Comfrey, MN.

___Tree Inspectors
are certified through-
out the State, keeping
communities’ trees
and citizens up to
date.

Tree Trust of Minnesota 
conducted ___ different

Outdoor Environment
classroom programs in

2001– 2002.

Urban growth claims 36 square
miles of land each year in
Minnesota and badly fragments
undeveloped land—and its eco-
logical niches.

. . . and challenges.

Successes . . .

Oak wilt
continues to expand

in the metro area, at
a rate of 700 acres

per year.

Learn more at www.mnstac.org.



Funding 
MN ReLeaf
Treat LCMR funding of 
MN ReLeaf like other regular
pass-through grant programs—
do not usurp funds for budget-
balancing. Fund LCMR’s 2004-05
recommendation for $785,000
for Minnesota ReLeaf, to
leverage local funding and
citizen volunteer support.

Helping to 
reduce CO2 :
Provide incentives to compa-
nies on the Toxic Release
Inventory list to contribute to
community forestry and
tree-planting programs to
improve air quality

Adopting state
guidelines for tree 
protection.
Communities that must do
comprehensive plans should
be required to have natural
resource and tree protection
strategies in those plans

“One generation plants the trees;
another gets the shade.” 

—Chinese proverb

Gypsy moths cap-
tured in Minnesota
doubled in 2001. 

We can protect 
that investment 

and maximize our
efforts, but we 

need your 
help . . . NOW. 
Please support

Minnesota’s
communities 

and their urban
forests by:

“Without the
Minnesota ReLeaf

funding, we would not have had the
money to replant . . . in the City of
Comfrey after the storms of 2000.” 
—Linda Friesen, City Clerk of Comfrey:



MnSTAC is committed to bringing the best
information to the public, professionals
and decisionmakers of Minnesota. 

For more information contact:
Lorrie Stromme
Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee
115 Green Hall
1530 Cleveland Ave. N.
St. Paul, MN 55108
612/788-5157
or visit 
www.mnstac.org
on the World-Wide Web.
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Affiliations

MnSTAC’s diverse
members represent 
a wide spectrum of
tree-related interests.
The organization 
fosters and supports
local community 
tree programs 
across the state so
healthy forests are
fully integrated into
community
development,
infrastructure,
education and
management.
MnSTAC’s specific
role is to:
• Advocate for 

public and private
community forest
interests

• Network, exchange
and disseminate
information 

• Serve as Minne-
sota’s urban
forestry council,
advising the state
forester on imple-
menting state and
federally funded
programs.
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